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¹ĽŃƞ�îČƪŃǊŃƪǑ�ǋîƞ�ČƖĚîƪĚē�ċǑ�¬ŰƓĽŃîPrairie Food Web
GŰŰē�ǋĚċƞ�ĽĚŚƓ�ƪŰ�ǊŃƞƲîŚŚǑ�ĚǐƓŚîŃť�ƪĽĚ�ČŰťťĚČƪŃŰťƞ�ċĚƪǋĚĚť�ŰƖĵîťŃƞţƞ�Ńť�ƪĽĚŃƖ�ĽîċŃƪîƪ͋�¹ĽĚ�ēŃî͞
ĵƖîţ�Űť�ƪĽĚ�ťĚǐƪ�ƓîĵĚ�Ńƞ�îť�ĚǐîţƓŚĚ�ŰĴ�î�ĴŰŰē�ǋĚċ͋�¹ĽĚ�îƖƖŰǋƞ�ƖĚƓƖĚƞĚťƪ�îť�ĚǐČĽîťĵĚ�ŰĴ�ĚťĚƖĵǑ͋�
/ťĚƖĵǑ�ĵĚƪƞ�ƪƖîťƞĴĚƖƖĚē�ĴƖŰţ�ƪĽĚ�ƞƲť͆�ƪŰ�ƓƖŰēƲČĚƖƞ͆�ƪŰ�ĚîČĽ�îťŃţîŚ�ƪĽîƪ�ČŰťƞƲţĚƞ�îťŰƪĽĚƖ͋�~ǊĚƖîŚŚ͆�
ƪĽĚ�ĚťĚƖĵǑ�ǽŰǋƞ�ĴƖŰţ�ƓƖĚǑ�ƪŰ�ƓƖĚēîƪŰƖ͋�

ÀƞŃťĵ�ƪĽĚ�ŃťĴŰƖţîƪŃŰť�ĵŃǊĚť�ċĚŚŰǋ͆�ǼĵƲƖĚ�ŰƲƪ�ǋĽŃČĽ�ŰĴ�ƪĽĚ�ĴŰŚŚŰǋŃťĵ�îťŃţîŚƞ�ĵŰ�ŃťƪŰ�ĚîČĽ�ċŰǐ�Űť�
ƪĽĚ�ťĚǐƪ�ƓîĵĚ͋

PRODUCERS: ~ƖĵîťŃƞţƞ�ƪĽîƪ�ƲƞĚ�ƪĽĚ�ƞƲťͩƞ�ĚťĚƖĵǑ�ƪŰ�ţîŖĚ�ƪĽĚŃƖ�Űǋť�ĴŰŰē͋
PRIMARY CONSUMERS:�~ƖĵîťŃƞţƞ�ƪĽîƪ�Ěîƪ�ƓƖŰēƲČĚƖƞ�ĴŰƖ�ĚťĚƖĵǑ͋
SECONDARY CONSUMERS:�~ƖĵîťŃƞţƞ�ƪĽîƪ�Ěîƪ�ƓƖŃţîƖǑ�ČŰťƞƲţĚƖƞ�ĴŰƖ�ĚťĚƖĵǑ͋
TERTIARY CONSUMERS:�~ƖĵîťŃƞţƞ�ƪĽîƪ�Ěîƪ�ƞĚČŰťēîƖǑ�ČŰťƞƲţĚƖƞ�ĴŰƖ�ĚťĚƖĵǑ͋
DECOMPOSERS:�~ƖĵîťŃƞţƞ�ƪĽîƪ�ĴĚĚē�Űť�ēĚîē�ŰƖĵîťŃƞţƞ�ŰƖ�ǋîƞƪĚ͋

Grasshopper�Ńƞ�î�ĽĚƖċŃǊŰƖĚ�ǋĽŰ�ŰťŚǑ�Ěîƪƞ�ƓŚîťƪƞ͆�ŚŃŖĚ�ĵƖîƞƞ͋�HƖîƞƞĽŰƓƓĚƖƞ�
ĽîǊĚ�ƪŰ�ǋîƪČĽ�ŰƲƪ�ĴŰƖ�ƓƖĚēîƪŰƖƞ�ŚŃŖĚ�ċŃƖēƞ͆�ċĚĚƪŚĚƞ͆�îťē�ţŃČĚ͈

Mouse�Ńƞ�îť�ŰţťŃǊŰƖĚ�îťē�ţƲťČĽĚƞ�Űť�ƪĽŃťĵƞ�ŚŃŖĚ�ƞĚĚēƞ͆�ĵƖîƞƞ͆�ǋŰƖţƞ͆�îťē�
ĴƖƲŃƪ͋���ţŰƲƞĚ�ƞĽŰƲŚē�ċĚǋîƖĚ�ŰĴ�ƞťîŖĚƞ͆�ċŃƖēƞ͆�îťē�ČŰǑŰƪĚƞ͆�ǋĽŃČĽ�îŚŚ�ţŃĵĽƪ�
ǋîťƪ�ƪŰ�Ěîƪ�Ńƪ�ƲƓ͈

Rabbit�Ńƞ�î�ĽĚƖċŃǊŰƖĚ�ǋĽŰ�ťŃċċŚĚƞ�Űť�ƓŚîťƪƞ�ŚŃŖĚ�ĵƖîƞƞ͆�ŚĚîǊĚƞ͆�îťē�ƪǋŃĵƞ͋�
¤îċċŃƪƞ�Čîť�ċĚ�ēŃťťĚƖ�ĴŰƖ�îťŃţîŚƞ�ŚŃŖĚ�ŚîƖĵĚ�ċŃƖēƞ�îťē�ČŰǑŰƪĚƞ͋

Worm�Ńƞ�îť�ŰţťŃǊŰƖĚ�ǋĽŰ�ĴĚîƞƪƞ�Űť�ēĚîē�ƓŚîťƪ�îťē�îťŃţîŚ�ţîƪĚƖŃîŚ͋�ØŰƖţƞ�
Čîť�ċĚ�ĵŰċċŚĚē�ƲƓ�ċǑ�ċŃƖēƞ�îťē�ţŃČĚ͋

Coyote�Ńƞ�î�ČîƖťŃǊŰƖĚ�ǋĽŰ�ƞťîČŖƞ�Űť�ƞţîŚŚ�îťŃţîŚƞ�ŚŃŖĚ�ƖîċċŃƪƞ͆�îťē�ƞŰţĚ�
ŚîƖĵĚƖ�îťŃţîŚƞ�ƪŰŰ͋� ŰǑŰƪĚƞ�îƖĚ�ŚƲČŖǑ�ċĚČîƲƞĚ�ƪĽĚƖĚ�îƖĚťͩƪ�ţîťǑ�îťŃţîŚƞ�Ńť�
ƪĽĚ�ƓƖîŃƖŃĚ�ĴŰŰē�ČĽîŃť�ƪĽîƪ�Ěîƪ�ƪĽĚţ͈

Prairie Chicken�Ńƞ�îť�ŰţťŃǊŰƖĚ�ǋĽŰ�ƓĚČŖƞ�îƪ�ŃťƞĚČƪƞ͆�ĵƖîŃťƞ͆�îťē�ǋĚĚēƞ͋�
 ĽŃČŖĚťƞ�îƖĚ�ēĚŚŃČŃŰƲƞ�ĴŰŰē�ĴŰƖ�ŚîƖĵĚ�ċŃƖēƞ�îťē�ČŰǑŰƪĚƞ͋

Bison�Ńƞ�î�ĽĚƖċŃǊŰƖĚ�ǋĽŰ�Ńƞ�ĽîƓƓǑ�ĚîƪŃťĵ�ĵƖîƞƞĚƞ͋��ŃƞŰť�îƖĚ�îŚƞŰ�ƪîƞƪǑ�ƪŰ�
îťŃţîŚƞ�ŚŃŖĚ�ČŰǑŰƪĚƞ͋

Grass�Ńƞťͩƪ�ĚǊĚť�îť�îťŃţîŚ͆�ċƲƪ�Ńƪ�ťĚĚēƞ�ĴŰŰē�ƪŰŰ͈�HƖîƞƞ�ĵĚƪƞ�Ńƪƞ�ĴŰŰē�ĴƖŰţ�ƪĽĚ�
ĚťĚƖĵǑ�ŰĴ�ƪĽĚ�ƞƲť͋�HƖîƞƞ�ĴĚĚēƞ�îťŃţîŚƞ�ŚŃŖĚ�ċŃƞŰť͆�ţŃČĚ͆�îťē�ƖîċċŃƪƞ͋
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This food web is like a “program” of how energy is transferred in a 

habitat. To complete the program, you are making use of variables. 

A variable is like an empty box with a label. Your job is to fill the box 

with something that fits the label! In our activity, you can think of 

words like “decomposer” or “primary consumer” as the labels, and 

things like “worm” or “chicken” as the specific instances of that 

variable (the things you put inside the box).
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